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/^HO_--ERIC German Who Seized the Government of

Colonial New York and Ruled for Two Years with
an Iron Hand -» A Reign of Terror That Ended Only
When He and His Ghief Lteutenant Died on the Scaffold,

*

the Only Cases of Capital Punishment for Political Of-«
fenses in the History of New York. -_»-*"_-»-»

nv HKH .itn spiij.am..
Robosplerro was a fanatic. Ko waa

Joseph I.eisler. The- Frenchman was
Bcholarly, rellned In speech and almost
as.ctlc. Hls German-Amcrlcan proto-
type was rude, coarse ln tonguo and o_
vlolent temper. Robespiorrc. whllo ab-
liorrlng blood, sent thousands to the
gulllotlnc. I.eisler, with little com-
jiunctlon about blo-.d letllng, wa3 re-
pponBlblo for grent mlsory, but few
dnaths. Both acted under tho guise of
of law. Both died on tho scaffold. The
world never wlll forgot Robesplerrc
nnd the Roign of Terror. Compara-
tlvely few person;. know of Jacob LcIb-
ler and hls Relgn of Terror. Ho ante-
dated Robosplerro by a century and
ho appeared upon a much smaller
¦tng-e, but whllo ho lastcd ho was as
big a ttguro relatively ln tho New
World aa Robesplorro was ln tlie Old.

It was ln tho sprlnK of 1689, when
I.eisler was In hls flftleth year, that
he began to play hls great role. Ho
Was born ln Germany and came to
New York ln 1680. He had marrled
a wldow, a nlece of Anneke Jans, and
through her could clalm relatlonship
to many of the lcadlng Dutch famllles.
Ile had followed tho aea for a tlme, and
onco ho and his shlp had been cap-
tured In tho Mcdlterranean and held
by the Turks for ransom. He had pros-
pered as a mcrchant and was one
of the Bolld, substantlal cltizens of the
city, when, ln tho turmoll that foi.
lowed the fllght of James II. and tho
nccessfon of Willlam and Mary. he
plunged Into tho polltlcal affair3 of
colonlal Now YorkT'

It waa an age of blgotry and Intol-
erance. Men wero Judged more by
thelr rellglon than thelr merlt... I.eis-
ler's father, a. clergyrnan, had been
persecuted and driven out of Germany
because of his Protestantism, and tlie
Fon hcld all followers of the Catholic
falth responsible for what hls father
had suffered. Ho had a strong, but
distorted, senso of honor. For tho
Engliah he had little regard. He
glorled tn tho Dutch republlc. and he
would havo been happy lf irueh a re-
publie were e. iabllt-hed ln America. ln
conversation ho was loud and coarse,
and he awore like the proverblal pl-
rate, but in church he prayed longer
and more vlgorously than any ono clse.

yllo had little education and no man-
ners, out ho had a sllght knowledge
of law and could make a rousing
speech. Although he was valn and
boastful, he had a falr amount of sa-
gacity. There was no questlon as to
hla courage. He waa atrong ln hls
hates and strong in hls llkes. Fro-
quently ho was lntemperate ln hls
Hpeech and sald bltter things which
he dld not mean and whlch ho soon
forgot, but whlch others nelther for¬
got nor forgave.
New York presented just the op¬

portunlty for such a rash. forceful.
n-.sertlve man. On December 11, 16SS,
King James had tled from London. and
on February 13, 1689, "William and Mary
had been proclalmcd King and Queen.
The eonvulsion that followed ln Eng¬
land had its reflcx ln America. King
James less than a year before had sent
Slr Edmund Andros to America as
Governor and had consolldated all the
Colonles under the namo of New Eng¬
land. Nothlng could have been more
unpopular. Each Colony was Jealous
of tho other, and tho consolldatlon only
Inflamed tho prejudlce agalnst the
Klng.
.Governor Anflros was ln Maine on
ln expedltlon agalnst the Indlans when
the flrst reports of tho landing of
Willlam and tho fllght of Klng James
reached Boston. ,

Tho news dld not get to New York
until weeks later. Then it was doubt-
ed. Before tho Boatonlans knew that
.William was on tho throne thoy ar¬
rested Governor-Andros and his Coun-
pll, put thom ln prlson, restored the
old separato system of government and
relnstated tho former officials. New
iTork was dellghted at the breaking of
the bonds. It had no deslre for unlon
wlth New England. It was moro
Dutch than English. It had no more
love for tho Purltans than lt had for
tho Cathollcs. Its 4.000 to 5,000 lnhab.
Itants were Dutch, English and French
Huguenots. Thero wero perhaps 100
Catholic ln tho city.

Just Hla Tlme.
To Jaco-^Lelsler, who was ln Mary-

lajid when the roport reached him, Wil¬
llam as Klng was the next best thlng
to the establlshment of a Dutch re-
public In America, for lt meant that a
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Dutch King had become an English
King. Ho hurried to New York. thrlll-
;6\ wlth tho feellng that momentous
>vent.. were Impendtng. They were:

ind he was to be the chlef agent Id
helr maklng. Governor Andros had
oft Lleutenant-Oovernor Nicholson ln
-barge of the Colony of New Vork, and
Nicholson had a* bls Council, Frederick
f'hillpse, 5tevanu3 Van Cortlandt and
-Icholas Rayard. There was no com-
¦dalnt of irrlsrule agalnst N.lcholson.
Ie was atralghtforward and hone^t.
;lo was a devout Eplscopallan. but,
tavlng been appolnted by Klng James.
hat waa sufllclent to mako Lelsler
sager to opposo hlm.
The opportunlty soon developed. On

.pril 26 a cargo of llquor came con-
dgned to Eelsler. He refused to pay
ho duty. on tho ground that Collector
Plowman, being a Catholic, was dls-
luallfled from receiving the customs
>f a Protestant Klng. At once ho be-
.ame a popular hero. He had delled
:he Governor and Council. Others
lulckly followed his example and re-
'used to pay dutles or taxes. Nichol-
.:on attempted to onforce the laws, but
_elsler soon aroused the passions of
ho people. It was an era of super-
itition, fear, intrlgue and double deal-
ng. To ralse tho cry of Popery was
iufllclont to lnclto the multltude.
Nicholson was attacked. Mlght he

not be working secretly for Klng
lames? Leister and others told how
Mlcholson had knelt when hiass was
¦ald ln tho Klng's tent three years be¬
fore on Hounslow Heath. Men be-
rame pallid when they heard thls awful
.tory.
Next there was a wlld alarm about

i mlghty army the French Klng was
jendlng over, wlth Klng James at the
icad, to America. Sentlnels were sta-
tloned at Coney Island to rcport as
;oon as the fleet was slghted, and the
nnllitia of the city, conslsting of six
rompanles, was called out for service
in the fort and work was started
feverlshly to put the city ln posltion
.or defense. Of thls milltla Nlchoias l
Bayard was colonel, and of tho six
.ompanles. was called out for service
n the fort and work was started fever¬
lshly to put the city ln posltion for
defense. Of thls mllitla Nlchoias.
Bayard was colonel, and of the slJ-f
.ompanles tho captains were Abraham
je Peyster, Johunnes do Bruyn, Gabriel
Mlr.vlello. Charles Lodwyck, Nlchoias
Stuyvesant, ana last but not leaat,
Jacob Lelsler. Thero was a dlspute
about one of tho mllltlamen acting as
sentinel ln place of a regular soldler
ind the lleutenant who assigned tho
mllitiamen was repriraanded by the
.-.eutenant-Govcrnor. The lieutenant
answered angrlly and Nicholson ex-

claimcd that ho would rather see tho
city aflro than have it commanded b.v
such a man. Beforo sunrlse next day
tho incident had boen exaggerated to
ibsurd llmlts. The Lieutenant-Gover-
nor had planned to burn the city and

massac.-e all the Dutch. Former Gov¬
ernor Dongan was ln. the plot, too.
Later ln the day drums began to beat,
workmen Jeft their shops and a mob
gathered. Tho town was in panlc.
Leisler addressed the mob and that
evening sent a formal demand to
Nicholson for tho Koys of tho fort.
When Nicholson decllned Lelsler sent
a lnilitia company to enforce the de¬
mand. Thereupon Nicholson sur-

rendered tho keys.
Somo of tho mllltla captalns began

to feel timorous. Four of them.De
Peyster, Stuyvesant, Mlnvlello and D<
Bruyn.requested Colonel Bayard to
take the relns of government. He
decllned. Ho belleved a llttle time
would brlng the. people to their senses.
He, Van Cortlandt and Phtlipse went

among tho peoplo and tried to calm
their fears about Nicholson. But
Lelsler turned on them and denounced
them as rogues and paplsts worklng
for Klng James, and such was the
bllnd fury of the crowd tho three men

really wero suspectcd. On May 31
Lelsler had drawn up a "declaration,"
which all the captalns had signed, de-
clarlng tho clty was threatened by
Nicholson and piedglng to hold tho
fort until proper authoritles should
arrlve.
Klng 'William had been too busy

wlth th© Involved affairs of England
to glve attention to the Colonles, which
he thougnt needed llttle notiee, but
had Issued a proclamatlon contlnulng
in offlee all Protestant ohlcials ln the
Colonies. Thi3 had been sent to Gov¬
ernor Andros in Poston, and he, being
in jail, lt had not been sent to New
York. Had it beon forwarded prompt¬
ly Jacob Lelsler probably never would
havo come ln for much notiee. Wlth
no offlclal advlces from London, and
with tho mllitla ln revolt, Nicholson
decided to go to England and report
ln person to the Klng. Ho deputed
Phillpse. Van Cortlandt and Bayard
wlth tho charge of New York affairs
during hls absence.

C'oiniunuder of the Frovlnce.
Lelsler treated the deputies with

scant courtesy. He called a conven¬
tion to select a committee of safety
and this eommitteo appolnted hlm cap¬
taln of tho fort and later commander
of tho province. When a copy of tho
proclamatlon aunounclng Wllllam and
Mary King and Queen was recelved
from Hartford ho g-ot hold of it. had It
read at tro fort, and then, summonins
Mayor Van Cortlandt, ordered hlm to
read it at the Clty Hall ln Coontles
Sllp. Van Cortlandt resenting Lelsler's
dlctation, told hlm to have it read by
tho clerk, who read lt at the fort.
Whereupon Leisler denounced nim as
a papist, ancl the crowd shrieked,
"Down with tho traltorl" Van Court-
landt was roughly handled, ono of hls
party was felled w. a musket, the
sherlff was klcked and bcaten and
others only escaped by running.
Two days later the proclamation ol

the King continuing all Protestants ir
ofllce was reccived and posted by the
couneil. To comply with it the counc!)
removed Collcctor Plowman and ap-
pointod four commlssioners as tem-
porary collectors. Lelsler Ignoretl thi
proclamatlon, and when Bayard at-
temptcd to sustaln the collectors, hc
was threatoned wlth death ancl had tr
fleo to Albany. where Phlllp Schuylev
and Robert Llvingston gave refuge U
hlm,

Lelsler now was In Iho saddle Iji
earnest. .-UI who would not rocognizc
hls authority he denounced as papists
To deny the charge was equlvalOW
almost to a confosslon of gullt. .Trav¬
elers woro arrested on euspiclon that
they mlght bo in league with thoso op¬
posed to hlm. All letters were solzec
by hlm and read for fear that the>
nilght contaln treasonablo niattor. H<
prepared au address to tho throno
telling how he had saved tho colonj
from a Popish conspiracy and sent 1'
to England by Hnslgn Stoll,

A'rtlicMigh the city really wns undei
hia mllitary dlctatorshlp, Leisler wai
worrled. Hia rulo had been harsh
some of hls supporters wero .waverltu
and none of tho old offlelals would re
cognlao his authority. As tho cus

tomary tlmo for the fall oloctlons ap
proaohod ho summoned tlio Prntcstun
froeholdors. Only a few respondod
and thoy elected Petor Do Lano;
Mayor. Whon Mayor Van Cortland
rofused to surrondor tho clty charte
und seal he only escaped Irnprisonnian
by filght.
Meanwhllo thore was trouble at Al

bnny. The Fronoh woro throatenlni
an InvaBlon from tho North, and som
of tho Indlan trlbea formerly frlondl:
to tho Engllsh hajl gono ovor-to-th
French. After muoh henttatlon, for th
Albany* eUl/.ens looked upon T.elslor tt

_a-_-n,-.. .;»..,- . .,.-.......... ... 1,1,,

for help. Thls wa. delightful for Lels-
ler. lie responded wlth four cannon,
-Uid soon after sent three sloops with
armed men to take charge of the fort
at Albany,
Tho Albanlans saw ln this an at-

tempt to seize thelr government. They
refused to accept the rvinforcements
unless they were subordlnate to Albany
authorities. Mayor Peter Schuyler was
put in command of the fort, and v/hen
Jacob Milborno, who was irr charge of
the three sloops, demanded adrnisslon
to tho fort lt wa3 refused. Milborne
endeavorcd to wln tho people over to
Lelsler, and succeeded in getting 100
to join him. With th.se and his force
of New Yorkera lie marched to the fort
next day, and after again demanding
idmission attempted to force an en-
trance. A party of Mohawks took po¬
sltion on a nearby hlll and sent word
to Schuyler. for whom they had great
respect, that they would attack the
New Yorkers upon word from hlm.
Milborno, after ono moro demand, with-
drew. Governor Treat sent cighty-sev-
en soldlers from Connecticut to ald
Schuyler, and this completed Lelsler'a
dlscomflture.
Bayard, who had been living in Al¬

bany. wrote to New York asking for
protectlon. Ho was about to return.
His only son was dying. Lelsler,
smartlng under the failuro of Mil-
borne's expedition, called a public
meetlng when ho heard of Bayard's In-
tentlon, and dec.ared Bayard was ad-
vanclng on New York wlth 300 men
and that former Governor Dongan was
to asslst him in capturing tho city.
Thereupon ho called on a.ll the people
to take an oath of loyalty and obedl-
ence to tho King and Jacob Lelsler.
When Captain., De Peyster and Lod-
wyck warned Lelsler agalnst such an
oath* he dlsmlssed them from tho ser¬
vice. When Bayard arrived Leisler
sent soldlers to arrest him. The
houso where tho dying boy was lylng
was searched from cellar to garret.
and then the houses of Mayor Van
Cortlandt, Peter Stuyvesant, Domin|e
Selyus and sixteen other promlneht
citizens wero ransacked. Many of tho
soldlers were drunk, and never was a

hunt for a man conducted ln a more
shameless manner. The day after thls
search Stuyvesant reslgned as captain
of the n-llitla. Thero now remained
only ono other than Lolsler of tho six
ln charg-o when tho body was sura-

moned for duty.
Slouffbter.

A year had clapsed since James had
been driven from tho throne. Nichol¬
son had arrived ln England and had
reported. The address from Lelsler
had beon received. The mlnlstry was

In possesslon of both sides of the story,
and the King had appolnted Colonel
Henry Sloughter Governor of Now York
and Nicholson had been appolnted Licu-
tonant-Governor of Virginia. Slough¬
ter mlght havo proceeded at onco to
America, but Klng James was raislng
an army in Ireland, and King William
needed aU his ships to transport tho
troops that were to battle with the
former sovereign. Leisler meanwhlle
revived the customs and excise dutles
of James II.. tho samo dutles ho had
been the flrst to resist. Thero was an

outburst of rago at thls, His procla-
..iation was torn down, and when it
was t-eposted it again was torn down.
Severai persons wero east Into prison
on susplclon of thus offondlng Lelsler.
Furlous at thp conduct of the people,
Laisler went'beyond all bounds to

Are -jiich crisp, delightful food
that the appetite calls for
more and more.

With 'most everybocly it
meets with instant approval.
..The MemoryLingers"

Pkgs. 10c and 15c.

POSTUM CE-.!-.AL CO., LTD._
Battle Creek, Mich."'

-..

stamp out oppo3itlon. Ho issued now
commlssions maklng justlces, sheriffs
and mllltai-y offlcers of thoso who
would swear fealty to hlm, and ordor-
lng all persons holdlng commissions
from former Governors to surrender
Uiem. .Soon tlio jails wero fllled with
men who refused to glve up their com¬

mlssions. Lelsler built extensions to
the jalls. Then, to try the peoplo who
refused to pay tho dutles he had rc-

vlved, ho establlshed a Court of Ex-
chequer. Offlcers prowled the country
around arrestlng persons who rebelled
against hls orders, and the whole col¬
ony was in terror. Post ridors who
took letter sfrom disaffected porsons
wero arrested and the wrlters woro

lmprlsoned.
Bayard, who had olttded hls pursuors

for a month. finally was cap'.ured and
put in irons in tho Jail. Mayor Van
Cortlandt had to flee to Connectlcut.
One of his chlldren died, but he did not
dare to return. William Nicolls, for¬
mor Attorney-General, was put ln the
dungeon along with Bayard for call¬
ing Leisler a German upstart. For
thirtcen months Bayard and Nicolls
wero held captlve, not being permlttcd
to communlcato wlth their friends.
Chrlstopher Gere lost his liberty for
saylng ho was "Just as much Lleuten-
ant-Governor as Mr. Lelsler." Robert
Llvingston fled tho province to escapo
a dungeon. So did scores of other
promlnent men.

Lelsler's brutal treatment of those
who would not bow down to hlm was
destroylng his hold on tho people, and
he suroly would havo boon drlven from
authority soon had lt not been for the
Schenectady massacro. A small forco
of Frenchmen and Indiac3 swooped
down upon the settlement at night.
kllled nearly all the inhabltants and
spread such terror ln Albany that ur-

gent appeal was made to Lelsler for
atd. Lelsler "'as not slow to aet. It
was peculiar to hiin that he saw In
every occurrence tho hand of his po¬
litical opponents, so, tlrst Issulng war-
rants for the arrest of Dongan. ex-
Mayor Wlllets and dozens of others
for alleged compllclty wlth the French,
lio hurricd forward a force ot 160 men
to Albany. A common danger har-
monizos people, and Lelsler got as-
sistanco ancl recognitlon from many
persons who formerly opposed hlm.
Tho massacre ho stirred all the colo-
ules that measuros for protection and
retallation wero demanded. Lelsler.
qulck to selze the opportunlty, Issued
a call for a colonlal convention, and
as a result of that call the tlrst North
Amorican Colonlal Congress was held
In New York May 1, 1690. An army
of nearly 1,000 men wns provlded for
an Invaslon of Canadu, and Lelsler
flttod out threo vessels to ald Phlpps
ln tho naval attack on Quebec.
So far Lelsley had mado progress.

He had rocelved recognitlon from the
varlous colonlal bodies and was ln
high feathor. but sudclonly thero was
n black clnud on the horl/.on. Enslgn
Stoll arrlved from London wlth tho
news that Sloughter had been appolnt¬
ed governor-gcnoral. Stoll had ro¬
celved no notiee from tho Klng. The
appolntment of Nicholson to Vlrglnia
showed the trend of tho royal mind.
As if thls news was, not enough, tho
peoplo began to ronew the outcry
against tho taxos. Thoro was nn In-
Hislont demand. too. for tho releaso of
Bayard. Niehulls and tho scores
othor prisoners. Ontf day Lelsler^ wus
uttuoked iti tho stroet, and would havo
heen kllled btjt.tor tho arrival of sol¬
dlers. Twenty or moro persons wero

put in lrons as a result uf thls attaek,
and f.oiulor nover ventnred abroad
agaln wlthout an armod guard.

The Cuiiudiau luvnnlon,
Lelsler had intended to assumo com-

nmnd of tho Canadlan Invaslon, but
conditions at home wero ao threaten-
ing that ho annolntod AHlborne Instead.
Tlio reputatlon of Milborno was stu-li
that . tho New Englandors would not
acceut hlm, and Wlnthrop got tho com-'
mission. Milborno wns mado comrnls-
sary-general. Thoro wiih eontittuit t'rli--
tion, and an opldemlo of amallpax
hroaklng out among tho troops tho ox»
podltlon was abandonod bofore lt
rouohod Canada. Lolslor wns furlous,
land put Wlnthrop and aovoval othor
offlcers In irons. Thls enragod Con-
neotlout., But tlio moro Lolsler arous¬
ed nntitgoiilsm tho moro- vindiet.lvn n.'ul
harsh lio boeanio. Long Island revoU-
ed against Iils rulo,' und ha sent MU-

IbnrriA at tho heud of troous tcUHUhduo

tiie recalcitrant people. The peoplo or
thelr part sent a protest to the Klng
aaying they had been "treated Ii t

harbarous and inhuman manner, theli
houses plundered, thelr women strippei
and their estates soquestered."

Leisler was deaf to advice. Bllnc
wltn passlon, ho treated tho peopl.
of tho city who dld not bow to hlrr
almost as harshiy us ho did those out-
slde. Tho peoplo were held ln check
anly by tho soldlers. Even Lelsler's
friends woro aghast at hls conduct.
At such a time a love affalr aeenis
sadly out of place, but at the helght of
the relgn of terror In old New York
Mllborne, tho most cruel and savage
3f all Lelsler's cotorle, won tho heart
)f Leial.»-'a pretty, falr-halred daugli-
:cr and inarrled her. Domlnlo Selyns.
Lelsler's pastor. refused to perform
:he ceremony, and only a fow per-
-ons were present at the wedding, for
the persons Lelsler could call hls
friends wero llmlted indeod.
When Jucob Milborno and Mary Leis¬

ler were being married a frigate and
threo sloops wero bound for New York,
.earlng Governor Sloughter, Llcuten-
u.t-Govornor Ingoldsby and two com-
punJes of soldlers. Tho Klng was
In full possesslon at last of all tho
facts regardlng conditions In New
Vork and wus sendlng not only the
officials, but troops to set things right.
The fleet was a long timo at sea. The
frigate, wlth Sloughter aboard, was
carried far out of Its course and the
sloops wlth Ingoldsby arrived tlrst. It
was on January 23, 1831, that In"-"lds-
by reached New York. Ho was vislted
by Phlllpse. Van Cortlandt and severai
other gentlomen at once. Thon he sent
a demand to Leisler to turn over the
fort to the Klng's soldlers. Lelsler re¬
fused unless Ingoldsby could show
writton orders from the King or Gov¬
ornor. Ingoldsby'.. commission was to
serve Sloughter. and Lelsler decllned
to reeognize him.
Ingoldsby Issued a call to tho Long

Island milltla to aid him against the
"rebels." ar:d landed his troops witli
as much eantlon as if he was Invadlns
a hostlle country. Leisler issued a pro¬
test and a call to arms to asslst hlm
in onforcing orders. All cltizens were
warncd against obeying Ingoldsby.
Leisler had thrown prudonco to tho
wlnds. Ingoldsby demanded the re-
leaso of Bayard and Nicolls. "What."
exclalmed Leisler, "those Popish dogs
and rogues! Never."
Tho olty was ln a tumult. Procla-

matlon followed nroclamatlon from tho
hostile camps. With difllculty tho rlval
forces woro kept from attacklng each
othor. Friends pleaded with Leisler
to stop hls "baso and lmprudent pro¬
ceedings," but It. was no use. Hls
judgment was unbalanced. On March
17, whlle tho Iving's troops wero on
parade, they woro flred on frotn the
fort. Two soldiors were kllled and
severai wounded. The fort wa.s llred
on, but nono of Lelsler's men waa

hlt.
Lolsler ordered tho block houso ln

Smit's Vlyo (Willlam SlreeO to sup¬
port the flro of tho fort, and lmpris-
oned tho commander for not obeying
orders. Thon tho burgher guard at
the block house lald down thelr arm?
nnd went home. Thls dlsheartenod
Lelsler. The next day tho fort flred
again on tho Klng's troops, but with¬
out effect.
On March 10 tho frigate Arohaugol

wltli Governor Sloughter aboard, ar¬

rived. As soon aa the Govornor learnei
the sltuation of affalrs ho had hls com¬
mlssion road at tho City llall. lt wns
11 o'clock at night, but Sloughter sen
his troops to diMiiand entraneo to tlu
fort. r.ei.lor refused unless Slouivhtei
couhl show orders under the Klng'i
own huiul dlreoted to hlm. MUborni
and De Lanny, who camo frotri L.iSlQ)
later wlth an oxplanaUon ihat undoi
mllltary rul» tho fovt eo'ivlrt not be aur
Condet'ed at night, woro arrosted bj
the Governor Throp tlme* thtr-Gov
ernor mudo tho deniand on Leisioj- tha
nlght, and tiireo tlmes Lolsler refuseil
Tho next mornlng Lolslor surrandor

ed lhe fort. Ile at onco was east Inti
prlson. Tho same Irons wlth whlcl
Bayard. had beon shackled for thlrloei
motltha woro put on Lolsler, and 1j<
was conslgned to llayard'ii duugooi.
.Milborno and all hls counaelors wer.
sent to prlson wlth him.
Thero waa thanksgivlng aervlcos ii

all the churches tho followlng Sunday
On M.mUiy a si>._i..l tenu of .our

was ordered to trv the prisoners. Bay¬
ard and Van Cortlandt prepared tha
evldence. The trlal began March' 30.
The Indlctment charged murder and
treason "for holding tho King's fort
by forco against tho King's Governor
. * . and ln tho reducing of whichllves had been lost." Eight of the prls-
onors pleadod not guilty. Lelsler and
Milborno refused to plead.

After elght days' trlal the jury found
Leisler. Milborno, Dr. Gerardus Beek-
man, Joliannes Yermllye, Thomas Wil¬
liams. Myndert Coerten and Abraham
Brushep gullty. De Lanoy and Edsall
were acqultted. Sentence of death waa
pronounced on the elght.

Tlie prisoners hegged for a reprieva
untll they could petition tho Klng,
Sloughter granted lt. and recommended
pardon for all but Lelsler and Mil¬
borno, than whom no greater vlllalns
lived, ho said. William deelared tha
trlal just.

Sloughter ..-as flooded wlth petltions
for mer'cy. He was beset, too, witli
petltions for carrying out tho sentence.
Ho was weak und intemporate. On
May lo ho signed tho death warrant of
Leisler nnd Milborno. Tt ls said ho waa
in llquor when he dld lt. lf he was,
he dld not ulter hls mind regarding
tho prisoners In the next two days.
On Saturday, May 17, Lelsler and Mil¬
borno wero taken to a gallows near
where the glant skyscraper known aa
tho Park Row* Building now standtf.
It was a dark, rainy, melancholy day,
but a great mob had gathered. Mil¬
borno wns on the vergo of collapse.
He started a pathetic address. but
seeing Robert Llvingston in the crowd,
hc crled: "You have caused my death.
Before God's tribunal I will impeach
you." Lelsler niado a. short speech
and then said a prayer.
The drop foll: there was a wall of

anguish, and then barbarlc shouts of
exultatlon, ancl the Robesplerre of
Amerlca ancl his chief lieutenant wera
dead. the onl>1 two men over executod
ln New York for a political crlmo.
(Copyright, 1910, by Richard Spllla.no.)
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